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In this talk, I will present a brief sketch of the category of deictically-anchored motion in the P’urhépecha language in the state of Michoacán, Mexico. I will describe the formal criteria that distinguish the COME and GO verbs from non-deictic motion verbs. I will contrast their use in the description of motion events along a path, looking at such factors as the subjective involvement of the speaker in the motion event. I will then discuss the directional suffixes that describe “associated motion,” indicating that the action denoted by the verbal root is accompanied by movement in relation to the deictic center. I will analyze how some of these suffixes have undergone processes of grammaticalization, taking on aspectual meanings and elaborating cultural representations of meaningful action. I hope to explore to what extent associated motion is an obligatory feature of P’urhépecha grammar in the description of motion events and how linguistic behavior reveals cultural conception of space. Ultimately, I am interested in how this grammatical category has motivated or been motivated by 1) a culturally mediated understanding of motion in relation to primary frames of reference, and 2) representations of events as metaphorical paths in space and time. I hope this talk will spark discussion that may serve as a springboard for further research strategies.

